
Mr. Carpenter Tells About the
Hotels and Other Accommo¬

dations' for Travelers.

CATER TO OUR APPETITES

¿jome of the Queer Features of
Restaurants and Cafes.Soft

Drinks.Clicap Cabs.

By Frank G. Carpenter,
(Spoclal lo Tho Tlmes-Dlspatch.)

HAVANA, CirilA, Bepltlnbor 23..
Cuba Is fast becoming a wliilor resort
for tho United .States, and it promues
to bo the Rivieni of North Arntiluil.
The crowds which now go to Florida
continue (heir voyage on to itavann, and
rich Americans are settling not only
hero, but nt different points along the
northern shore of tho Island. I linow a
dozen men who have bought estates In
or near tho suburbs of this oily, nnd
several who are planning to malte thbir
winter homes about Nlpn bay, on the
northeastern const. Thoro wero throe
times as many American tourists hero

THE CHAPEL OF THE VIRGIN ON TOP OF A MOUNTAIN.

last winter as over before, nnd double
that number are expected the cornimi
season. The steamship lines are all
building new ..vessels. .Next season the
MuriKong will· have new steamers from
Mobile; the Wards are to put on a lino
from Now York to Xlpe liny, and there
will probably he additional ships from
Now Orleans, Miami and Tampa.

A Land of Bad Hotels.
So far no arrangements have been

made to nccommodute tho Increased
travel. The hotel accommodations are
notoriously Inadequate, and I am safe In
saying that there are not half a dozen
first-class hotels in all Cuba. Indeed,
with the oxceptlon of that at Camaguey,
I might say that there Is not ono which
Is run after our up-to-date Amorlcan
methods, nnd that notwithstanding tho
rates arc high and-provisions compara¬
tively cheap.
This is so much so that some of *'

railroad managers discourage tho coming

of tourists In large bodies. A party of
200 can hardly he accommodated, and
the time in not rlpo inr tho Cook tourist
and uthors of his class.

Hotels in Havana.
Most of the hotels of Havana arc.run

on tho· Spanish, plan, with American
prices. The most of tho.hotels have two
rates.a inodorate one for the summer,
on tho Buropenn plan, and ? higher one

for tho winter ,??? the American plan.
Tho summer guests are Cubans and
Spaniards; but those of tho Winter nre

Americans, whom, tin the Cubans lightly
think, will 'pay anything In or ou'/ of
.tenson.
There Is ono hotel here, the Mlrnmnr,

which cluirgCB $15 a dny for rooms filone,
'and there are several others whosn'ruies
are four or live dollars and upward per
day on Iho American plan, Among, llioso
hotels nfq, the Inglaterra, Ut Telegrafo,
Paisaje and the Louvre. The Univie and

Tcjinrif" nb.o lake guests on the ICuru-;
pean phin, but the rooms are high-priced;
llicy do not have baths connected with
them, tilllioiir.li there may be baths r.m

the snme floor for the «orninoti use of

both io:;os.
In addition (here nre oilier places where

one can rent rooms; and. thcic is ii

I hotel nt Vedado, out In the'. suburbs fnc-
Ing the sea, which Is managed on the
American plan.

Havana and the American
Stomach,

The ordinary Cuban hotel meal does not
suit our digestion. If one Is not on thè
liluropoan plan, he Is supposed to tulio
m hat Ih set before him, or pay tor every
extra he orders, I am slopping at lho:
Inglaterra, where 1 pay 413 a day for
myself, wlfo and daughter. Our first
breakfast, or desayuno, consists of cofr

feo nnd rolls with butter and a couplo
or oranges. The oranges are pared down

to tho flesh, with a sharp knife. Just as

you pare an· appio, and we. eat them
by sticking In a fork· and sucking the

Juice. We can have our rolls toasted
without extra charge, but the two soft-
boiled eggs, which 1 order for each of
my party every morning, are set down
on the bill at 00 cents extra. This Is
10 cents an egg. Indeed, it makes one

almost hate a hen.
Oirr luncheon, or what tho Cubans here

call almuerzo, Is taken at 11 or 12 o'clock,
from a limited bill of fare, most, of the
dishes of which are Spanish. Some are

good, but others stomach-trying. The
Spanish omelettes, for instance, arc de¬
licious, but the beefsteaks are tough and
the stews and other concoctions need at
least a tablespoon of pepsin per meal. I
saw once on a hotel tablo at Parkersburg,
W. Vil, bottles of pepsin sauce beside
tho catsup and tobasco. I would recom-
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215 Ei «ROAD STKEET,

Every variety to select from. See our line of Parlors, Libraries
and Hall Patterns. Prompt sorvico and workmanship the best.

Anderson's Carpet House,
? idimo ii d, V«.

mend them tor Cuba.
Anything extra outside the breakfast

bill of fare Is charged for at the regular
restaurant rales. The Ramo Is true-of
dinner, which Is entch from G to 8 o'clock,
and Is the hearty meal of the day.

Restaurants and Cafes.
The best way to Ilvo In Cuba In to rent

a room either at a hotel or lodging house
and take your menls at the restaurants.
There are cafes "and restaurants every¬
where nnd some uro very good. There are

always enough dishes on the bills of fare
to furnish an «ppetUlng iind digestible
meni, and one pays for.what, ho orders.
All Ineats ate eaten the same tiny they
nre killed, and they nre not so good as

those kept for ? timo In colti storage.
The. fowls nre cööttpd ns soon us their
heads are chopped off, and for this rea¬
son''are totigher than the American vit*

rlcty". Poultry dealers bring the chickens
alive In frortithe toiiiitry, nnd a common
sight I-, a chicken peddler with ins fowls j
liimg from Ills shoulders. Turkeys are

i.'.lven through the streets, nnd .ont.· buys
thorn, as It were, on the hojf. Live pigs j
«re Carried on the shoulder» or In carls, j

Cuba'3 Soit Drinks.
Tüls Im a grout place for soft drinks.

Thu "c.ifes have them by the score, und
some tire, good. ? popular one Is 'psuiil,
made ryoia a mixturo of sugar and w'liltu
of e;,-.; dried 'In .rolls six Inches long.
'¦. hfsfj rolls ar'· served with a Ria*:» of
??,-itei·. Vou. drop In your panul und It;
dlssolVés, and you irive. a sweetish drink
v.iile'.t makes the Cuban's mouth .water.

Pllieiipplo Jnlnn 1« not bnd, and narun-

j:d:i, or the Juice of orange?, If cooled
wljh a bit of Ice. Is delicious. Another
tirInk Is tamarind fruit crushed In water,
and a third Is tho milk of tho green cocoa-
Yiil.t, poured out In a glass and Iced.
Oreen cocoanut milk looks like water.

11 has a slightly sweetish taste, with a

mild flavor of cocoanut. It is not to bo
compared to the milk of the ripo nut,
which Is coatso and heavy. There Is
a drink hero made of the skins and cores
of pineapples, which have been placed
In a slone Jar wllh water and allowed to
ferment; and there are others made ot
other fruits, the names of which I do not
know. The Cubans have but few Intoxi¬
cating liqhors, slid, so far, I have seen

almost no drunkenness, Tho most com¬

mon wines are Spanish, it being tho cus¬

tom to drink wine with ones' meals.
"Coffee may be had anywhere In Cuba.

It Is always served with milk, and. as

the coffee beans are burnt" to a cinder, it
Is rather bitter to the American taste.
Most of the milk for coffee Is boiled and
salted. It used to be the custom to drive
tho co'/s through the streets from house
to house and milk them before the doors,
but the milk is now delivered from pan¬
niers on the backs of horses or mules.

Cabs Are Cheap.
I camo from my ship to tho hotel for

thirty cents In silver, This Included
three 'passengers. Tho fare for 'he or¬

dinary cab ride Is about fifteen cents,
and tho service Is quite as good as that
of New York. The cab horses aro fast,
and the drivers as a rule are not., ex¬
tortionists. In shopping, one can get a

hack by the hour for fifty cents gold,
and If ho makes his bargains nway
from the hotels,, other kinds of transpor¬
tation aro cheap.
Tho street cur rates are flvo cents

American, nnd there Is a sot of common
vehicles known as gun-guns, which con¬

ned Havana with all suburban towns,
tho fares of which aro remarkably low.
The guu-gi^as, proiioun,cc|d wah'-w'ahp,
oro tho property of tho streot car com¬

panies. Thoy aretomiilhuscs, each drawn
by four mules, tho animals being "ß rive ?
on the gallop up hill and'down. I havo
ridden in them hero and there over tho
islnntl, but I doubt whether they are fit
¦vehicles for 01lr supersensltlve American
Indies, who may object to tho smoking
among tho men nnd women passengers.
The cabs of Cuba are victorias, with

tops which come down so as to shndo
tho eyes. They are well-made vehicles,
Imported from Europe. Indeed,I am told
that the American cab will not stand
ttie wear and toar of tho Havana street.
Tho most of tho city thoroughfares are

narrow, and not- a few are paved with
cobbles. In some of thorn It Is hardly
possible to pass, and th·; drivers have
to he direful nt fin crossings or when
turning a corner. Every cab has n

under It, which Is rung by the foot 'of
tho driver. These bella are of (ho door-
gong variety, so that thoro Is a con¬

tinual clanging nnd ringing as tho car¬

riages go through tho streets, Indeed,
it iWns somo timo before I could find
whoro tho ding-dong noises caino from,
until I saw that 'they wero from my
own cab and mado by my driver.
A great deal of tho transportation of

Cuba Is moved by mules. This Is so with
tho heavy traffic of Havana. Tho mules
aro lino animals, fnt, strong and woll
kept, Each cart mulo luis a gay saddle
and a brldlo, with a' red tassel as big
as "a fly brush at ouch ear and also
under tho chin. Many of tho mules havo
bolls about their necks, and somo havo
bells on their collars, so that lliey mako
a great noise as they go,
Ouis|do Havana the hoavy traffic is car¬

ried ||l ox carts; such carts are to ba
soon everywhoro throughout tho (eland
except in the larger cities.
The Land of Ten Million Palms.
Tho most of tho tourists do not go out¬

side of Havana, They miss ilio most
Interesting part of the country. There
Is no moro beautiful Island than this,
it Is the Switzerland of tho tropics; and,
indued, It mlffllt be called the laud of.
ten mllltim palniB. 1 havo seen palina in
tho tropics around tho globo, util iiowhoro
do lliey compuro wllh those of Cuna.
Tho principal tree Is tho royal palm. It
has a trunk like frosted silver, and it
rises straight upward to a height of
100 or mord feel, when It bursts out Into
a gigantic tassel of fern-like leaves. The
leaves are of the brlghost green; thoy
have many, rbunchesj and the/ o,uiver
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any Attractive Specials
Forniture and Carpets.

arior
We were recently offered a big lot of fine Parlor Furniture at

such a tempting price that we couldn't resist buying. To make
room for it we are obliged to get rid of our present stock, which
we are doing by cutting prices with a liberality that is irresis¬
tible.

$42.00 3-piecc Parlor Suite, cut to., $30.00
$50.00 3-piece Parlor Suite, cut to. $30.00
$60,00 3-piece Parlor Suite, cut to. $35.00
$50.00 3-piecc Parlor Suite, cut to. $40.00
.. r.co 3-piece Parlor Suite, cut to.;. $38.00
$65.00 3-piece Parlor Suite cut to ..·;. $55.00
$70.00 3-piece Parlor Suite, cut to. $56.00
$65.00 3-piece Parlor Suite, cut to .... .-,.;·..-. $47.00

A 100-piece Dinner Set,
in very fine porcelain, that
.retails for $12.00 regu¬
larly .

»875
Sideboards.

If you have been looking for
a handsome Sideboard you will
be almost bewildered at the
variety of really beautiful pat¬
terns in our new stock. Unique
shapes, elegantly carved and
richly mirrored, are here in
splendid variety and at sur¬

prisingly low prices. We in¬
vite you to make your own se¬
lection, on credit.

Buffet.

The Matchless
Steel Rzwnge.

Hr^pf^^

An Immense assortment of Buffets
and Side Tables in oak.
Handsome Buffet of polished quar¬

tered oak and,. French bevcl-plato
mirror. Regular price,
»32. $22.00

China Closet/*.
This beautiful furniture is

here in a variety of styles wide
enough to satisfy the most ex¬

acting demands. Many of these
pieces have bent-glass sides,
and are richly mirrored, both
within and without., Let us

send one out to your home to¬
morrow. The paying part will
be arranged to suit you.

We are agents for the Matchless
Steel Rango, made of the best mate¬
rial by skilled labor and fully guar¬
anteed, from fílT.BO.'.up:

Bedroom Suite

Golden Oak Bedroom Suite, like cut,
24x30 plato mirror cui dresser. 14x21
mirror on woshstand, full roll head
and foot, all brass trimmings, quar¬
tered flake tops and panels, neat
carvings. Worth Í55.00.
Speolul prlco .
3-ploce Golden Oak Bedroom Suite,

full size; dresser has 24x30 oval or

shaped bevel mirror, quartered oak
flake swell top drawers, all brass
trimmings, Regularly $13.50, Choleo
of two dreesers. .Special
prlco..,...

$41.25

.'."! $33.89

BUY
NOW.
PAY

LATER.

G S

arc shown many exclusive patterns, every garment
equal to the best custom tailoring.
This department, in the short period of its' exist¬

ence, has jumped to the front rank in popularity. Our

prices not equaled anywhere. Credit is your purse at

all times.

$1450
for Single or Double-Breasted Suits; coat with broad
shoulders, new lapel, in Cheviots or Fancy Worsteds,
superbly tailored; Venetian lining; well worth $20..

for Ladies' Fine Quality
Broadcloth Suit, in black or

colors; coatee inches long,
silk lined velvet collar, strap
seams, handsomely pleated
skirt, tailor made; good
value $22.50.

for Very Fine Silk AVntst, in black

or colors; stylish and handsomely
made; good value Î5.G0.

i.98
for Ladies' Nobby Covert Cloth
Coat, 4S Inches long, In form fit¬

ting or box effect; fine quality,
tailor made and finished. Cost
elsewhoro $13.60.

New Patterns in
Carpets and Rugs.

We carry a very big stock of

Carpets, Rugs, Linoleums, Oil
Cloths, &c, and nowhere else
will you find so pretty a selec¬
tion of patterns or such good
values.

ingrain Carpets, full yard wldo,
good quality and good patterns, AQ«
per yard . TÍuL·
Tapestry Brussels Carpet, of excel¬

lent wearing quality; good pat- on*
terns; per yard. UuL·

Pro-Brussels Rubs, among the most
duratilo of rugs woven. A wldo va¬

riety of effects, Permanent colors.
Sizo 9x12 feet. Regular $15
goods . $10.50

Portiere./· and
Lace Curtaán./-.

Better prepared than ever to
meet your demands, both o*
fancy and purse. We are

showing vast stocks of Por¬
tieres in Tapestries, Brocades,
Damasks, &c, and Lace Cur¬
tains of every sort, including
Nottinghams, Irish Points',
Arabians, &c, and every bit of
goods has price on it.
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In tho breeze. These royal palms aro

to bo seen In groves and singly bore
and thoro throughout cultivated Cuba,

Thoy often lino tho road to somo treat
hacienda, or mark the boundaries of an

estato. Thoy may be seen among tho

yugar Holds, columns of ellvor rising out

ot a plain of emeralds; und again ovci

tho dork green of tho tobacco or nbovo
tho reddish bromee of a plneapplo planta¬
tion. Thev etitud out upon tho newly
plowed Heidi of rich chocolate soil and
mirror themselves In every stream and
lake. There aro tens of thousands.aye,
tens of millions of them.
These palm trees form, to n largo ex¬

tent, the building and rooting motorini
of Cuba. Their leaves are used to wrap
the bules of tobacco which are brought
Into tho factories or shipped abroad,
Sowed together, thoy form tho walls of
the huts, and laid I ono over another,
the roofs. Enormous sheds are covered
by thoiii, from 10,000 to 20,000 lonvos be¬
ing used for a singlo toacoo barn. Such
leaves aro tied over tho horns tibuvu
tho yokes to shade the heads of tho oxen.

They somo times also shade tho carte,
a frumowork being covered with thorn.

Picturesque Cuba.
1 have spoken of Cuba ns the Switzer¬

land of the tropics. It will bo known
as such us time goce oit; Every town hue
Us own peculiar feat uros, und eoiiio ot
tlie older ones are ae iiuoer as any In
Moorish Spain. Thoro uro caves Beattore I
here und there over tho island. Thoso
of Hollamar, near Matanzas, consist of
n. series of underground chambers and
hulls about three miles In length, walled,
und hung with stalactite and stalagmite
formations. One of the hull» la 2£Q leet

long and eighty feet wldo, Its roof being
uphold by Immenso columns, it is k'nown
ns tho Gothic Temple. There uro won¬
derful cavee In tho mountains near Cum·
nguoy, and natural bridge and tunnel'
and subterranean rivers throughout the
telami. Tho Ciuco River, In eastern Cuba,
bores Its way through a lofty rldgo and
QOmcs out on the other side, three mile*
distant.

The Virgin of Cobre.
Cuba has somo «Urines which aro worth

visiting, Ono muy tramp about hero In
tho foot-prluts of Columbus, nnd If ho
has that fnJth which moves mountain·"
ho may go to tho sbrino of tho Virgin
of Cobre, not fnr from Santiago, and havo
all his ailments cured. I visited the
place during- my exploration of tlio copper
limes, Tho chapel of the Virgin Is right
on tho top of tho mountain, with tho
village of Cobro perhaps a t|iuirtor of a

mllo below It. There aro steps leading
from tho town to tho eliupol, and pil¬
grims como hero at certain llinr-H of tli'i
year and go up thoso stops on their
knees to pray to tho Virgin und be cured.
It Is the custom I" Cuba when duo's
prayers regarding· a special ailment have
neon answered to givo a silver niodol
of the diseased member to thu church. In
the glnss casos buck of the aitili- 1 sa ,i

BOO jlttlo solid legs which tho prlesl toll
mo had been given by the huno who lmd
boen mudi, to walk, and hundreds of
silver und gold hands, and uvon golden
lungs, livers and lights. Theru wero gold
and silver oyes donated by tho blind who
liad been made to seo and a cord or so

of crutches which had aided, the Inmo to

tho chapel, but which, being cured, they
needed no longer. As I examined these i
Yidonçea of .tu VU'ßl'yS'Our'UlYw prop·

orties tho priest told mo ho had box en
of other gold and silver images stored
away In tho vaults of the church, unu

ho retailed many fairly stories of the

Virgin and hot- wonderful cures,

How the Virgin Looks.
This Virgin is ilio patron saint of Cuba,

Bho has much tho sanio placo here au llini
of Salili Anne do He:iu|iri> In l'umidii, ul¬

timi of the spring blessed by th« Virghi at
Lourdes. The priest opened the glass omo
In which h|io Is kept ami allowed, mo to

examine her, Her ligure Is about as l.'.g
us a two.dollar doll, It is of wood Unuti.
fully painted und elmi In salin. enibrotcl.T-
ed with (lowers, and .decorated ali
emeralds, diamonds and other Ji « !-.
There Is «aid to bo about; forty linn.: -?-:il
(????????* worth of diamond* and emeralds
upon It, and this, notwithstanding a rob¬
bery ot about six years ¡?µ?. when HUeVtH
broke Into the chapel and carried away
treasures, worth twenty-live Uiousnm)
dololme, ,. ,

Dates Backs to Columbs.
Tho story of this Virgin dates back to

tho days of Columbus. I have It l'ioni Ule
mouth of tho priest. Hot- iirst appearance
was lu tho hunda of Alinzo Ojuda, who
gave Imr to an Indian ehiof, In whom
tribe she was worshipped, l.as Cuan», Ilio
Spanish historian, dosoilbo.s this Vu gin
and tells how shu helped Ilio Indiana who
luid hur In their contesi« with neighbor¬
ing irllies. At ono time two anules were

facing each other. Olio iRmxessed ilio
Imago of the Virgin and thu othur had
tlielr uutllvu Idols. Tho toiilest was to seo

Whose god wns III.· stronger, As tho i-oii-
tostnnis came together ttio Indians who
owned tho Virgin repeated an Avo Maria,
whereupon thu Virgin herself came down
111 ? ?-'????? nnd guv« vloloi-y to thai army.
A short time utter this the Virgin dis-·

appeared nnd she was not sten again'
until Just ubotii eight years after our

Pilgrim.forefather« landed on Plymouth

Rook. Sho was then discovered by two
llsltermon Morning upon a thin board upon·
Nlpe buy. 'l'ho winds wero strong, but
the sea did not overturn the board nor
wet tho garments of tho Virgin stand- £
lug upon It. Tho fishermen ilrst thought.
ilio little Imago wns a sua bird, hut when*
thoy came up to her mid took up tlio board
thoy road these· winds, which had bee»,
eligrù vini upon It;

"1 am the Virgin of Charity."
Tho records show that they took the

Imago away and mudo a chupo! for It.
The natlvi's worshipped it, but on« night
It disappeared and only after long hunt,
Ing was It discovered where Its chapol
now stands. It was carried back, bui It
again disappeared and was fount! on this
suino spot. The people then realised that
this was the chosen home of tins Virgin,
nuil tluw elected ? ghiireh on, the site.
Thai church was built at Just about tho

till.e t...,. t .I1.4.IH1 W.i.i (nil,altil. it is »
afterward succeeded by the church of to¬
day, It stands in the top of a oopper»
lllluil mountain. What were onco Ilio rlqbJ
est copper mines of thu world lie nil
about It and there might bo minus, un¬
derneath It were It not that the natives
would consider such excavations a sacri-
Ingo.
(Copyright, lWB, by Frank O. Carpenter.)'

Largest of Photographs.
A photographer of Chicago claims tu

have taken the. largest photograph In
existence, it U u full length portrait of;
pa wie, mal mensuras eight feet by four
foot. This protrali Is not an exlargeineii't,
but a genuine original photograph,

Evasion.
..'We've quit keeping up appearance«.*'
"What are you doing now?"
"Qu, keeping up dlsapuiitranc·*. '-»?

1'ucte, t;


